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Executive Summary 

The Priest Rapids Recreation Area Public Recreation Development Plan (PRDP) ensures that 

public recreation and resource conservation needs are met on Public Utility District No. 2 of 

Grant County (Grant PUD) fee-owned lands adjacent to the Desert Aire residential community. 

Desert Aire is located on the east shore of the Priest Rapids Reservoir in central Washington 

state (Figure 1). The reservoir is part of the Priest Rapids Hydroelectric Project (Project) 

operated by Grant PUD under Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) License P-21141.  

Throughout the Project area there are lands owned by Grant PUD, lands designated as Federal 

Power Act reservations, Washington state-owned lands, and privately owned lands on which 

Grant PUD maintains flowage and transmission line easements. These lands, totaling 34,571 

acres of inundated and non-inundated property, are encompassed by the Project Boundary2. 

Grant PUD owns 4,831 acres within the boundary in fee title. Adjacent to the Desert Aire 

residential area, Grant PUD owns approximately 260 acres of shoreline property. 

Project lands are defined as those necessary for hydroelectric power generation and other Project 

purposes, including the protection, mitigation, and enhancement of resources negatively affected 

by operation of the Project. Grant PUD may authorize certain “non-Project” uses provided they 

are consistent with the Project’s operational, scenic, recreational, and environmental values. 

Non-Project uses are defined as specific third-party uses and occupancies of Project lands and 

waters unrelated to hydroelectric power production or other Project purposes.  

The development of a PRDP is a provision of the Priest Rapids Project Shoreline Management 

Plan3 required by Article 419 of Grant PUD’s FERC operating license. This plan provides the 

framework for managing the multiple resources and uses of Project shorelines in a manner 

consistent with Grant PUD’s FERC license requirements and Project purposes. As outlined in the 

Priest Rapids Project Procedures and Standards Manual for Shoreline Management 

(https://www.grantpud.org/shoreline-management), a PRDP is a comprehensive living document 

developed for shoreline communities which desire authorization of allowable non-Project uses 

on Grant PUD fee-owned property. These allowable uses are listed in Table 1 of this document 

and in the Priest Rapids Project Procedures and Standards Manual. 

The Desert Aire PRDP was originally developed in 2015 in cooperation with the local 

community and regulatory stakeholders and identified the specific allowable uses available to the 

adjacent residential community. The plan has been updated to reflect current conditions, 

permitted non-Project uses, and policy changes included in Grant PUD’s Shoreline Management 

Plan update approved by FERC on January 16, 2020.  

 
1 123 FERC ¶ 61,049 (2008)  
2 FERC project boundaries are used to designate the geographic extent of the hydropower project that FERC determines a 

licensee must own or control on behalf of its licensed hydropower project. https://www.ferc.gov/resources/faqs/shoreline-mgt.asp 
3 170 FERC ¶ 62,027 (2020) 

https://www.grantpud.org/shoreline-management
https://www.ferc.gov/resources/faqs/shoreline-mgt.asp
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1.0 Intent and Purpose 

The Priest Rapids Recreation Area Public Recreation Development Plan (PRDP) ensures that 

public recreation and resource conservation needs are met on Grant PUD fee-owned lands 

adjacent to the Desert Aire residential community. A PRDP is a comprehensive living document 

developed for shoreline communities which desire authorization of allowable non-Project uses 

on Grant PUD property. This PRDP was developed in cooperation with the local community and 

regulatory stakeholders and identifies the specific allowable uses available to or currently 

permitted to the adjacent residential community.  
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Figure 1 Desert Aire and the Priest Rapids Recreation Area, Grant County, WA 
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2.0 Community and Shoreline Characterization 

The Grant PUD fee-owned shoreline property adjacent to the Desert Aire community included in 

this PRDP was acquired in 1952 for the purpose of operating the Priest Rapids Hydroelectric 

Project. These 260 acres of shoreline property are located on the east side of the Columbia River 

on the shores of the Priest Rapids Reservoir between river miles 398 and 403. There are 193 

residential parcels adjacent to Grant PUD property in the defined PRDP area. 

The Grant PUD fee-owned shoreline property at Priest Rapids Recreation Area encompasses 

approximately 260 acres and was acquired from the Washington Irrigation and Development 

Company by Decree of Appropriation (Grant County Superior Court Case #8040) in 1952 for the 

purpose of operating the Priest Rapids Hydroelectric Project. Adjacent to the Grant PUD-owned 

shoreline is the Desert Aire recreational/residential community. The first Desert Aire subdivision 

was recorded in 1970. Presently, Desert Aire contains ten (10) subdivisions including 

condominium units, and a golf course totaling approximately 132 acres. There are approximately 

1,590 residential lots, 193 of which are immediately adjacent to the Grant PUD-owned shoreline. 

There are 1,110 developed residential/recreational homes, approximately 60 percent of which are 

occupied on a year-round basis.  

The property owners in the Desert Aire development are members of the Desert Aire Owners 

Association (DAOA). The community has amenities located on property owned by the DAOA, 

including a golf course; 10 RV spaces with water, sewer and power hookups; and tennis courts. 

DAOA water supply is a well-based water system with three wells located on adjacent Grant 

PUD property allowed through land use authorizations. The Grant County Fire District No. 8 has 

a volunteer satellite station in Desert Aire. In 1994, the Grant County Airport District was 

formed and now maintains the small public-use airstrip in the community. The DAOA owns the 

airport but leases it to Grant County Airport District #1. An orchard operation is located south of 

Desert Aire. 

To ensure activities on Project lands and waters are comprehensively managed consistent with 

all regulatory requirements, Grant PUD’s Shoreline Management Plan designates all lands within 

the Project Boundary to one of the following three land-use classifications based on Project 

purpose and shoreline characteristics: 

• Project Facilities 

• Resource Management 

• Public Recreation Development 

The Project Facilities land use classification is primarily for Project purposes related to 

hydropower generation and transmission and is meant to limit public use and access to protect 

public health and safety, and to provide security to Project facilities.  

Lands in the Resource Management classification are managed to preserve, enhance, and protect 

fish, wildlife, scenic, historic, archaeological, and cultural resources. General public access, 

fishing, and hunting, unless otherwise posted for the purpose of public safety, is allowed as a 

Project purpose in this classification. This classification generally includes those areas for which 

there is no specific FERC-approved Project facilities and/or public recreation improvements 

identified within the Project license. 
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The Public Recreation Development classification allows for recreation-oriented development 

and is primarily assigned to lands with FERC-approved recreation infrastructure and activities 

identified in Grant PUD’s Recreation Resources Management Plan, undeveloped lands adjacent 

to the formalized recreation areas, and Grant PUD-owned shoreline areas adjacent to developed 

communities, such as that at Desert Aire. The primary criteria used to identify and designate 

lands in the Public Recreation Development classification is the presence of recreation-related 

infrastructure or intensive and/or quantifiable public access and use of the shoreline.  

Potential non-Project uses within formalized recreation areas could include temporary special 

use permits for recreation-related activities and events, such as fishing derbies, waterski 

tournaments, athletic events, and/or concessions which serve the needs of the recreating public 

(e.g., food trucks, watersports rentals). For undeveloped portions of the Public Recreation 

Development classification, potential non-Project uses could include joint access trails to the 

shoreline or docks with public access. In all cases, any proposed non-Project use must be 

consistent with the Priest Rapids Project Shoreline Management Plan; meet all local, state, and 

federal requirements; and not unreasonably exclude or inhibit public use and access to 

recreational opportunities. 

Recreation-based non-Project uses of Project lands classified as Public Recreation Development 

are generally approved within the context of a Public Recreation Development Plan as defined in 

Grant PUD’s Procedures and Standards Manual. 

The use and development of the Priest Rapids Recreation Area shoreline area is governed by 

land use and environmental regulations administered by Grant County through the Building, 

Emergency Management, Fire Marshal and Planning departments. The Grant County Shorelines 

Master Program (GCSMP) has designated the Columbia River as a Shoreline of Statewide 

Significance. According to the GCSMP, Section 24.12.870 “Shoreline Environment Designation 

Maps”, Map 3c, the PUD-owned shoreline at Priest Rapids Recreation Area has a Rural 

Conservancy Environment Designation. The Grant County comprehensive plan and associated 

zoning classification for the shoreline is Rural Remote. Private property at Desert Aire is 

classified under the following zoning districts: Rural Remote, Rural Residential 1, and Rural 

Village Residential 1.  

Under the FERC-approved Priest Rapids Project Shoreline Management Plan classification 

system, the Priest Rapids Recreation Area is designated as Public Recreation Development. This 

classification allows for non-Project recreation-oriented development and includes areas required 

by Grant PUD’s FERC License to be developed for public recreation purposes. 

 Public Access and Shoreline Use 

The Priest Rapids Recreation Area shoreline is served by six access points (Error! Reference 

source not found.). Three community access routes are located on the common areas recorded 

on the Desert Aire subdivision plats. These routes have connections onto the formalized Priest 

Rapids Recreation Area Trail. The most northern Desert Aire community access route 

corresponds with the 30’ community walkway easement located on the lot 142 (parcel #02-1688-

119, site address is 604 N. Lakeside Way) of the Desert Aire No. 8 recorded on September 2, 

1992. The next community access route is located on parcel 02-0522-000 owned by the DAOA 

and it connects to one of the main arterial roads of the South Desert Aire, Edgewater Way SW. 

Another public access point on the South Desert Aire is located on the parcel #02-1011-000, also 

owned by the DAOA. General public can access the Priest Rapids Recreation Area using Grant 
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PUD access points: North Trailhead on the North Desert Aire/Cox’s Landing, Day-Use Park 

Area and Boat Launch and the Southern Trailhead that connects to the Orchard Drive on the 

South Desert Aire.  

 

Figure 2 Priest Rapids Recreation Area public access and Desert Aire community 

access points. 
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3.0 Public Outreach and Stakeholder Consultation 

The Priest Rapids Recreation Area PRDP is a provision of the Priest Rapids Project Shoreline 

Management Plan which was developed with extensive input from a broad group of 

stakeholders, including local, state, and federal agency representatives; tribal representatives; the 

Wanapum of Priest Rapids; adjacent landowners; and other members of the public. Grant PUD 

continues to meet its consultation requirements by holding annual meetings with required agency 

and tribal stakeholders to communicate land management activities and through formal 

consultation as required by the license. Grant PUD staff also meets several times each year with 

Wanapum representatives to discuss land management issues.  

Continued public outreach related to Grant PUD’s shoreline management activities occurs 

through regular communication with affected landowners and homeowners associations, and 

through information posted on Grant PUD’s web and social media sites. Interested parties may 

also contact Grant PUD Lands and Recreation staff directly by calling 509-754-5085 or by email 

at (lands@gcpud.org). 

 Desert Aire Community Issues  

Grant PUD meets with members of the Desert Aire community periodically to discuss issues 

regarding management and use of Grant PUD property. Through the stakeholder communication 

process, several important issues were discussed and are considered in this PRDP. 

• Security 

• Wildfire 

• Shoreline access and trespassing on private property 

• Priest Rapids Recreation Area operations and maintenance 

• Shoreline management activities 

• Permitting process 

4.0 Allowable and Prohibited Uses 

Allowable and prohibited non-Project uses of Grant PUD property, as well as the procedures for 

requesting a land-use authorization, are defined in detail in the Shoreline Management Plan and 

associated Grant PUD’s Procedures and Standards Manual (www.grantpud.org). Public access 

and passive recreation activities such as hiking, picnicking, etc. are allowed outright on Grant 

PUD-owned property. Other uses, such as camping or large group events, etc., require a permit 

from Grant PUD. Burning of any kind is not allowed on Grant PUD-owned property. Hunting is 

prohibited where signed within the Priest Rapids Recreation Area, due to the proximity of public 

recreation facilities.  

All land-use authorizations must comply with public access requirements and be kept in good 

repair and to standards identified in Grant PUD’s Shoreline Management Plan, Procedures and 

Standards Manual, specific Grant PUD policies, and land use authorization terms and conditions. 

Violations of these requirements may result in revocation of an authorization. 

See Table 1 for a list of allowable uses of Grant PUD property by land-use classification. 

 

mailto:lands@gcpud.org
https://www.grantpud.org/shoreline-protection
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Table 1 Non-Project uses on Grant PUD fee-owned property by land-use 

classification 
 

  

Project 

Facilities 

Public Recreation 

Development 

Resources 

Management 

  

GCPUD = Requires GCPUD approval  

 = Prohibited or restricted 

  

Use/Activity       

Overnight camping GCPUD GCPUD GCPUD 

Signs/fencing/access barriers   GCPUD*   

Formalized trails/access roads   GCPUD*   

Utilities GCPUD GCPUD* GCPUD 

Recreational structures/facilities   GCPUD*   

Water intake or pumping facilities    GCPUD* GCPUD 

Boat launches/marinas/docks   GCPUD*   

Mooring buoys    GCPUD* GCPUD 

Concessions and special events GCPUD GCPUD GCPUD  

Agricultural use     GCPUD  

Vegetation control and/or removal   GCPUD*  

Erosion protection/stabilization   GCPUD* GCPUD 

Landscaping or plantings   GCPUD*   

*Within the context of an approved Public Recreation Development Plan  

 Land-Use Authorization Process and Fees 

Grant PUD’s land-use authorization process is described in Figure 3. In some circumstances, 

FERC review and approval of a non-Project use of Project lands is required. There is a one-time 

application fee for all proposed non-Project uses and an annual renewal fee. Fees depend on the 

type and scope of non-Project use requested. 
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Figure 3 Land Use Authorization Process 
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 Development Standards 

Allowable non-Project uses of Project lands are only approved by Grant PUD if they meet the 

following criteria under Grant PUD Commission Resolution No. 8709 (Appendix A): 

• Eliminate barriers to public access and use of Grant PUD-owned property; 

• Avoid the appearance of private property; 

• Are designed, implemented and managed to facilitate community and public use; 

• Are achieved through joint-use land-use authorization, thereby minimizing to the greatest 

extent possible, individual authorizations; 

• Avoid or mitigate for impacts to wetlands, riparian zones, cultural resource sites, or other 

critical habitat areas; 

• Not result in a net increase in irrigated lawns within the PRDP area, and result in a net 

decrease in irrigated lawn where devoid of functional habitat, or when erosion, safety, 

liability, or other negative impacts are present;  

Grant PUD’s development standards are contained in Section 8 of the Priest Rapids Project 

Shoreline Management Procedures and Standards Manual (www.grantpud.org).  

4.2.1 Irrigation 

Landscaped lawn may be permitted for open spaces that benefit the public, i.e., shoreline parks, 

day use facilities, etc., but new underground irrigation is not allowed on Grant PUD property. 

Existing irrigation infrastructure may be allowed in spaces available to the public. Hand-

watering of permitted landscaping is allowed. 

4.2.2 Use of Fertilizer, Pesticides, and Herbicides 

Grant PUD encourages the hand removal of noxious, invasive, or non-native weeds. Grant PUD 

may also require the permittee to remove any noxious weeds that have become established in the 

areas covered by a Land Use Authorization. Fertilizers or herbicides may not be used on Grant 

PUD property without written approval.  

Grant PUD evaluates and treats noxious weeds on its property throughout the year. Vegetation 

assessments are done early in the growing season, typically in March. The first weed treatment is 

usually done in April. This can consist of herbicide spraying, mowing, or hand pulling, 

depending on the weed species and density. Follow up visits are typically done in June or July to 

determine what future action is necessary, and a follow up treatment is usually completed at the 

same time. Any given area is usually treated and/or evaluated between 2 to 4 times each year. 

4.2.3 Tree Trimming 

Adjacent property owners may not remove any trees on Grant PUD property. Grant PUD 

manages hazard trees under its Vegetation Management Program. Potentially hazardous trees 

should be reported to Grant PUD staff, which will evaluate and determine the appropriate course 

of action.  

Removing limbs from healthy trees requires written authorization from Grant PUD. 

https://www.grantpud.org/shoreline-protection
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4.2.4 Sanitation and Security 

Grant PUD manages its Project Lands in accordance with the public access and use policies 

included in its Shoreline Management Plan. Grant PUD’s rules for use of Project Lands are 

posted at Grant PUD-operated recreation sites (Appendix B). 

At the Priest Rapids Recreation Area, Grant PUD provides garbage clean-up and other 

maintenance tasks, as well as a consistent on-site presence during peak summer weekends. 

Details about operation and maintenance of Grant PUD’s recreation facilities can be found in 

Grant PUD’s Recreation Resource Management Plan (www.gcpud.org).  

Located approximately 33 miles north of Desert Aire is the Gorge Amphitheatre. This 27,500-

seat outdoor concert venue is managed by Live Nation and draws large numbers of people to 

Grant County each summer. Grant PUD recognizes the concern raised by local residents 

regarding the large concert crowds which access Grant PUD’s shoreline each summer. Desert 

Aire residents are encouraged to continue working with Grant PUD security and maintenance 

staff, Live Nation, Grant County Sheriff’s Office, and Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife to address those concerns. Each spring, Grant PUD coordinates a meeting between these 

groups to address common issues and to prepare for the upcoming summer season.  

4.2.5 Buffer Zone 

Lacking a joint use permit application from the Desert Aire HOA for a community fire buffer, 

Grant PUD began in 2017 restoring and managing the zone immediately adjacent to the 

residential community to generally follow Firewise principles through planting of drought-

tolerant, low-fuel volume, non-ornamental plantings where native vegetation does not already 

exist and thinning existing natural vegetation to reduce fuel load. Grant PUD does not prohibit 

periodic overspray of water4 from private property onto Grant PUD property within this zone 

during periods of high fire danger. Irrigation of plantings on Grant PUD contributes to fuel loads 

and is not allowed. 

4.2.6 Stairways and Walkways 

Stairs and walkways are not allowed in areas of high erosion or on unstable slopes/terrain. Grant 

PUD may permit stairways or walkways that are freestanding or incorporated into a permissible 

path to provide community walking access to Grant PUD recreation areas or the water. To 

maintain the natural aesthetic of the Project reservoir, Grant PUD requests that such structures be 

constructed of dry laid stone, wood, or wood with loose stone, gravel or wood chips. Installation 

of new steps or maintenance of existing steps must also meet current building standards (i.e., 

Forest Service Trail Construction Guide). Grant PUD adheres to specific construction standards 

when considering proposals for construction in shoreline areas where erosion process may or 

have occurred. 

4.2.7 Docks and Marinas 

Grant PUD considers a dock to be any shore-based structure encroaching into a waterway used 

to temporarily moor boats and/or accommodate recreational activities. Docks may attach to the 

shore with anchors or to a bulkhead or fixed structure. They are commonly reached by a 

gangplank or walkway designed to accommodate changes in water levels. The portion of the 

gangplank or walkway that is over the water counts toward the overall square footage. A marina 

 
4 With the approval of the Desert Aire Homeowners Association. 

http://www.gcpud.org/
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is a water-dependent boat moorage facility providing boat slips, which include one or more of 

the following: docking, fueling, repair and storage of boats, boat/equipment rental; or to sell 

bait/food; generally requiring fees for use. 

All docks and marinas must have an approved Land Use Authorization and meet current local, 

state, and federal requirements, as administered through the external permitting and approval 

process.  

4.2.8 Mooring Buoys 

Grant PUD does not allow placement of mooring buoys adjacent to the Desert Aire shoreline.5 

Grant PUD will remove all buoys without notice. Temporary anchoring is allowed subject to the 

following considerations: 

• Fluctuating water levels should be considered when temporarily anchoring a vessel. 

• Temporary anchoring can occur for up to 14 days. In the event a vessel has been moored 

for more than 14 days, it will be considered abandoned and Grant PUD will notify for the 

proper authorities for removal. 

• Temporary anchors not attached to a moored boat are not allowed and will be removed 

by Grant PUD without notice. 

• No boat may be anchored within a designated swim area. 

• All ropes or tying devices must be highly visible and cannot cross any area which may 

cause a tripping hazard. 

• No one may reside aboard a moored or free-floating boat. 

• All risks associated with temporarily anchored vessels are the responsibility of the owner. 

 Landscaping 

Landscaping of Grant PUD property may be permitted if it meets all Grant PUD license 

requirements, policies, and regulations. Plantings and improvements not meeting these criteria 

are removed by Grant PUD and those areas restored to natural vegetation.  

5.0 Land Use Authorizations 

Non-Project uses must comply with public access requirements and be kept in good repair and to 

standards identified in Grant PUD’s Shoreline Management Plan, Procedures and Standards 

Manual, all applicable approved Grant PUD policies, and Land Use Authorization terms and 

conditions. 

 Desert Aire Non-Project Use Permits 

As of July 1, 2015, all non-Project existing uses (whether permitted or not) of Grant PUD-owned 

lands adjacent to Desert Aire were revoked. All new non-Project use applications for non-

exclusive allowable uses must comply with the terms and conditions of Grant PUD’s FERC 

license, shoreline policies, and other regulations. All current non-Project use requests for Grant 

PUD property adjacent to Desert Aire are listed below. Copies of all approved Land-Use 

Authorizations can be found in Appendix C. 

 
5 Grant County Shoreline Master Program, Article IV 24.12.390(g)(1) 
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• Desert Aire Owners Association P-261, three domestic water wells. 

• Custom Orchards, P-291, irrigation pump and line. 

• Susanne Hartsock, P-328, river access stairs. 

6.0 Developed Facilities 

 Operations and Maintenance of Project Facilities 

Grant PUD owns and operates the Priest Rapids Recreation Area located adjacent to Desert Aire. 

This facility includes a variety of accessible amenities, including a three-lane boat launch, 14-site 

RV campground; day-use area with a designated swim beach, picnic tables and fire grills; a 

three-mile shoreline trail; restroom facilities; and interpretive signage.  

Consistent with License Article 418 and the goals listed in the Priest Rapids Project Recreation 

Resource Management Plan (www.gcpud.org), Grant PUD operates and maintains its recreation 

facilities through development of an operations and maintenance program which guides 

management of recreation sites and amenities within the Project. The program contains 

management objectives, operational standards, maintenance functions, security, and staffing 

considerations that guide site-specific management activities. 

Grant PUD uses specific visitor-related data as a guideline to ensure consistent recreation 

management and site maintenance in adherence with Grant PUD’s policies and FERC license 

requirements. 

 Monitoring and Compliance 

Formal inspections of authorized uses will be conducted at a minimum once per year. These 

inspections may be coordinated with the holder of the land use authorization or conducted 

independently. Spot inspections of land use authorizations may also occur during routine 

monitoring, which occurs at least once each month. 

To correct a violation, it may be necessary for Grant PUD to amend or revoke land use 

authorizations and/or the terms and conditions. The options below detail the circumstances and 

actions that may take place when a land use authorization requires an amendment.  

• If the violation is of a condition of the authorization imposed by Grant PUD, and staff 

finds that the violation can be reasonably resolved by imposing new or changed 

conditions on the authorization, Grant PUD may change the conditions.  

• If staff determines that the most appropriate way to correct a violation is for the permittee 

to cease the activity, and the permittee fails or refuses to cease, Grant PUD may revoke 

the authorization.  

• Mitigation, restoration, fines, fees, or penalties may also apply. 

 Encroachments and Existing Non-Conforming Uses 

Grant PUD will evaluate unauthorized uses of Project lands and waters on a case-by-case basis 

considering the nature and extent of prior violations when determining the course of corrective 

action. In cases where an encroachment exists in an area where a new Land Use 

Authorization is requested, Grant PUD will not issue the Land Use Authorization until the 

encroachment is resolved to Grant PUD’s standards. 

https://www.grantpud.org/
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The following steps generally outline the process for addressing an unauthorized use or activity:  

1. Grant PUD staff will fill out a report, documenting evidence of the unauthorized use or 

encroachment. 

2. Grant PUD staff will attempt to gain voluntary compliance from the person responsible 

for the unauthorized use. Voluntary compliance means that the person admits to 

owning/performing the unauthorized use and agrees to take the necessary steps to correct 

the violation within a certain period. 

3. If voluntary compliance is not obtained, Grant PUD will seek civil penalties, or, the 

matter will be referred to appropriate code enforcement or regulatory agency(ies), as 

Grant PUD reserves the right to rely on the appropriate jurisdiction of law or regulatory 

entities to perform corrective actions. 

4. Unresolved or repeated encroachments occurring within a permitted area may result in 

permit revocation. 

7.0 PDRP Implementation and Update Process 

Grant PUD’s Shoreline Management Plan and Recreation Resource Management Plan are 

updated periodically to address changing conditions and regulations. These updates are subject to 

formal agency consultation and any significant changes are subject to stakeholder input. The 

Desert Aire PRDP is reviewed concurrent with these reviews and updates. Any newly proposed 

recreation-based non-Project uses or proposed Project recreation facility development on Grant 

PUD shoreline property adjacent to Desert Aire will only be implemented and included in the 

Desert Aire PRDP with the input of the Desert Aire community and in adherence with Grant 

PUD’s license requirements and policies, and other applicable regulations. 
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Grant PUD Commission Resolution 8709



RESOLUTION NO. 8709

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING STANDARDS &

GUIDELINES FOR NON-PROJECT USES APPROVED IN ACCORDANCE

WITH GRANT PUD'S SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Recitals

1. Grant PUD owns certain property within the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
licensed boundaries of the Project;

2. Under the terms of its license, Grant PUD has adopted certain policies for public access,
public use and enforcement of general land/water use policies under the Shoreline
Management Plan (SMP), approved by the FERC in 2013;

3. Under the FERC-approved SMP, Grant PUD may authorize certain non-project uses of Grant
PUD-owned property in areas classified as Public Recreation Development (PRD);

4. Additional policy guidance is necessary to ensure Grant PUD meets the goals included in the
SMP when considering non-project use authorizations and developing Public Recreation
DevelopmentPlans (PRDP) for shoreline communities adjacent to the project boundary;

5. In order to meet the SMP goals, non-project uses authorized under a PRDP will:

a) Eliminate barriers to public access and use of Grant PUD-owned properties;

b) Avoid the appearanceof privateproperty(e.g. storage of personal items, plantings that
delineate perceivedproperty lines, signageor vegetationmanagementthat deters
community and public use and enjoyment);

c) Be designed, implemented, and managed to facilitate communityand public use;

d) Be achieved through a joint use land use authorization, thereby minimizingto the greatest
extent possible, individual use authorizations;

e) Avoid, or mitigate for, impactsto wetlands, riparianzones, cultural resource sites, or
other critical habitat areas;

f) Not result in a net increasein irrigated lawnswithina PRDPdesignatedarea;

g) Be subjectto a net decrease in existing irrigated lawnif devoid of functional habitat, or if
erosion, safety, liability, or other negative impacts are present;
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Grant PUD Public Use Rules



Public Use Rules
Use of Project Lands and Waters 

are subject to the following:
Overnight camping allowed only in authorized areas.

Garbage and refuse must be placed in marked containers or packed out.

Disposing of or burning  waste of any kind is prohibited.

Destruction, injury, defacement or removal of any vegetation, rock, sand, soil, 
minerals, or materials is prohibited.

Excavation, destruction, defacement, removal or disturbance of any sites,
materials, or artifacts having archaeological or historical significance is 
prohibited.

Uses other than public use authorized by these rules requires prior Grant PUD 
approval.

Grant PUD will take appropriate action to ensure full compliance with its FERC license and the Land and 
Water Use Policies set forth in the Shoreline Management Plan.

Access shall be non-exclusive, wherever possible, and shared by all members of the public without 
regard to race, color, sex, religious creed or national origin and with consideration of the needs of 
physically handicapped individuals.

 For Emergency, call 911 Public Utility District No. 2 of Grant County, WA
Priest Rapids Hydroelectric Project

FERC License No. P-2114

18 CFR Ch.1 PART 8 

Call Grant PUD @ 1-800-422-9983 (24 hours) to get 
information on the Shoreline Management Plan or 
recreational facilities or visit www.grantpud.org
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Priest Rapids Recreation Area PRDP Land-Use Authorizations 




























































