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Priest Rapids Fish Forum 
 Conference Call 

Wednesday, 7 September 2022 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

 

FINAL MINUTES 

PRFF Members 
RD Nelle, USFWS  Patrick Verhey, Laura Heironimus, WDFW 
Ralph Lampman, Donella Miller, YN  Breean Zimmerman, WDOE 
Nathan and Clayton Buck, Wanapum  Aaron Jackson, Carl Merkle, CTUIR 
Jason McLellan, Bret Nine, CCT  Marchelle Foster, BIA 
Mike Clement, Chris Mott, Grant PUD  Tom Skiles, CRITFC/CTUIR 
Tracy Hillman, Facilitator    

Meeting Attendees 
Ralph Lampman, YN  Breean Zimmerman, WDOE 
Mike Clement, Grant PUD  Doris Squeochs, Wanapum/Grant PUD 
RD Nelle, USFWS  Patrick Verhey, WDFW 
Jason McLellan, CCT  Chris Mott, Grant PUD 
Tim Taylor, Grant PUD  Laura Heironimus, WDFW 
Erin Harris, Grant PUD  Tracy Hillman, Facilitator 
     

Action Items: 

• None. 
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I. Welcome and Introductions  
Tracy Hillman welcomed everyone to the meeting and identified all attendees.   

II. Agenda Review  
The PRFF reviewed and approved the September agenda.  

III. Approve August Meeting Notes  
The PRFF reviewed and approved the 3 August 2022 meeting minutes. 

IV. Review Action Items  
The PRFF reviewed the following action items from the August meeting:  

• Ralph Lampman will ask Nathan Patterson to provide a summary email on the 2022 White Sturgeon 
broodstock collection and rearing efforts and send it to Tracy Hillman, who will share it with the PRFF. 
Complete. See discussion under White Sturgeon.  

V. White Sturgeon  
2022 White Sturgeon Spawning and Rearing – Ralph Lampman indicated that he received an email from Nathan 
Patterson indicating all fish on station are doing well. The email notes that they have about 10,000 juvenile sturgeon 
on station. On 19 August, they ponded 1,000 juveniles per female into 10-foot rearing tanks. Survival from spawning 
to present is about 40%. All female and male broodstock contributed successfully to spawning and they achieved a 
6x6 spawning matrix. The Yakama Nation plans to sample the fish this Friday. Results from sampling will be provided 
during the next meeting. 
Juvenile Index Monitoring – Mike Clement reported that Grant PUD will begin their annual juvenile sturgeon 
indexing surveys on 12 September 2022. The surveys will occur over a three-week period depending on weather. As 
before, the Golder crew will work in Wanapum reservoir, while the Blue Leaf crew will work in Priest Rapids reservoir. 
Mike indicated that they have the bait (squid) and will use standardized gear (as approved previously by the PRFF) 
for indexing. He added that they will take fin-ray sections from unmarked juvenile sturgeon (<100 cm) to determine 
age.  
Laura Heironimus asked who will be conducting genetic analysis. Mike said UC Davis will do the analyses. Jason 
McLellan noted that BC Hydro and the Spokane Tribes are funding the work.  
Other White Sturgeon Items – No other White Sturgeon items were discussed.   

VI. Pacific Lamprey  
Adult Trapping at Priest Rapids Dam - Mike Clement reported that adult Pacific lamprey trapping began on 18 July 
at Priest Rapids Dam. They trap four days per week. Mike said captures of adults started slowly and then picked up 
substantially. So far, they have collected 2,246 adult lamprey at Priest Rapids Dam. He said they captured 122 adults 
in one night. All the fish have been provided to Douglas PUD for their program and for translocation efforts upstream 
from Wells Dam. Mike said they are in the last four-weeks of the trapping effort. So far, 8,474 adult lamprey have 
passed Priest Rapids Dam, 6,601 passed Wanapum Dam, 5,500 passed Rocky Reach Dam, and 739 were detected 
at Wells Dam. 
Pacific Lamprey Conservation Agreement – Ralph Lampman gave a short presentation on the 2022 Pacific 
Lamprey Conservation Agreement (see Attachment 1). Ralph said the Conservation Agreement represents a 
voluntary cooperative commitment by natural agencies, tribes, and other organizations to leverage available 
resources to reduce threats to Pacific lamprey, to improve their habitat and population status, and support the 
traditional tribal use of lamprey. He said the Conservation Agreement was first signed in 2012 and is revisited every 
five years for revision and recommitments. Because changes have been made to the Conservation Agreement, all 
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signatories and supporting parties need to re-sign the 2022 Conservation Agreement to become or maintain their 
status as a signatory. Ralph said the final version of the 2022 Conservation Agreement was distributed on 11 July 
2022. Signatures are due by 30 September 2022. A ceremonial signing of the Conservation Agreement will occur on 
13 December 2022 during the Lamprey Summit V.  
Ralph noted that the Conservation Agreement is a “good news story” that allows organizations to be collaborative 
and proactive, voluntarily demonstrate their commitment, join a collaborative network, showcase good work, and 
support growth in technical knowledge. Ralph emphasized that the Conservation Agreement is legally non-binding 
and there are no requirements that signatories provide funding. Ralph also pointed out some of the misconceptions 
associated with the Conservation Agreement.  
Ralph recommended that as many organizations as possible sign on as signatories to the 2022 Conservation 
Agreement, which represents the strongest commitment to this voluntary agreement. Ralph asked Mike Clement if 
Grant PUD will consider being a signatory. Mike indicated that Grant PUD will continue to support the effort and will 
provide a letter of support soon. Mike will share the letter with the PRFF once it is sent to Alicia Marrs (Pacific 
Lamprey Conservation Initiative Coordinator).  
Ralph reiterated that the Lamprey Summit V will occur on 13 December 2022 at the World Forestry Center in 
Portland, Oregon. In addition to a signing ceremony, participants will discuss ongoing and completed research and 
restoration activities, and strategize on collaborative opportunities on behalf of Pacific lamprey conservation for the 
next five years.  
Finally, Ralph noted that the 6th Annual Lamprey Information Exchange will occur on 14 December 2022 at the World 
Forestry Center in Portland. This will be hosted by the Lamprey Technical Workgroup and the Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fish Commission. 
Other Pacific Lamprey Items – No other Pacific lamprey items were discussed. 

VII. Adjourn  
With no additional business to discuss, Tracy Hillman adjourned the meeting at 10:00 am.   

VIII. Next Meeting  
The next meeting of the PRFF will be on 5 October 2022.  
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Attachment #1 
 

2022 Pacific Lamprey Conservation Agreement Presentation by 
Ralph Lampman 
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